
Weather Report 
Warmer tonight, gentle winds. Temperatures 
today—Highest, 66, at 3:30 p.m.; lowest, 41, at 
12:01 a.m. Pull report on page A-20. 
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Brown Provokes 
Row by Urging 
Farm Incentives 

Senators Oppose 
OPA Head's Plan 
As 'Handout' 

By the Associated Press. 

Price Administrator Prentiss 
Brown aroused a storm of protest 
from members of the Senate 

Agriculture Committee today by 
advocating increased appropria- 
tions for incentive payments to 
farmers as preferable to two bills 
designed to increase prices. 

‘•It would be better to appropriate 
money with which to pay incentive 

payments in cases where farmer in- 
come is insufficient to assure pro- 
duction than to break through the 
barriers against inflation," he de- 
clared. 

"I don't want to put the farmer in 

the position of depending upon the 
Government for a handout." Sen- 

ator Wheeler, Democrat, of Mon- 
tana told him. “When the Govern- 

ment gets to subsidizing everything 
—it 's wrong in principle. Under dic- 
tatorships. it doesn't mean so much. 
But. in a democracy, the Government 
would be holding a club over the 

heads of the farmers. The officials 
could say if you want to continue 
getting this money, you'll have to 

elect us." 
Criticizes Pace Bill. 

Senator Gillette, Democrat, of 
Iowa added that the opposition 
could say, "If you vote for us, we'll 
give you more." 

The hearing, an anti-climax to : 

yesterday's Senate battle that finally 
Kent the vetoed Bankhead bill back 
to committee to join the previously 
shelved Pace measure, produced a 

ronstant flow of argument between 
Mr. Brown and the Senators that 
extended until the noon opening of 
the Senate. Agriculture Secretary 
Wickard sat in the background with- 
out an opportunity to testify. 

Mr. Brown criticized the Pace bill, 
calling for the inclusion of all farm 
labor costs in the parity formula, as 

•'inflationary" and contended, over 

senatorial protests, that the farmer 
was in a more favorable position to- 
day than ever before from the 
standpoint of income. 

At the conclusion of the two-hour 
hearing. Chairman Smith said: 
"We'H resume this burlesque next 
Monday." 

Asks “Understanding.'’ 
The Senate's decision yesterday 

to return the Bankhead bill to raise 
farm price ceilings back to the com- 

mittee was accepted by most com- 

mittee members as an indication 
that neither it nor the Pace bill 
could be passed over presidential 
veto until pending wage rate in- 
crease applications are out of the 
way. 

Pleading for the committee's "un- 
derstanding and sympathy." Mr. 
Brown, a former colleague of most 
of its members while a Democratic 
Senator from Michigan, told them 

iBANKHEAD BILL. Page 2-X.f 

Man Is Given 6 Months 
On Gas Book Charge 

Raymond C Abbott. 26, colored, 
of the 1200 block of L street S.E.. 
was sentenced today in Municipal 
Court to serve six mouths in jail 
after his plea of guilty to a charge 
of illegal possession of an "A" gas 
ration book. The defendant was 
arrested bv police December 19. 

Previously, the defendant's at- 
torney. James K. Hughes, had filed 
a motion attacking the legality of 
the Office of Price Administration 
and contending that the second 
War Powers Act was unconstitu- 
tional. The motion sought to quash 
the information against Abbott. 

Today, however. Mr. Hughes told 
Judge Nathan Margold that the mo- 
tion was being withdrawn and that 
his client wished to plead guilty. 

Two Doctors Sentenced 
In Death of D. C. Girl 
By ihr Asyociated Prc.ss. 

NEW YORK. April 8. Two doc- 
tors were sentenced today following 
convictions of first-degree man- 

slaughter in the death of a Wash- 
ington Government clerk 

Dr. Joseph NisonofT. 58. was sen- 

tenced to 5 to 15 years in State 
Prison, and Dr. Max Weinstein to an 

indeterminate term in the City Peni- 

tentiary by Bronx County Judge 
Lester W. Patterson. 

The Bronx district attorney's of- 
fice contended that the death of 
an OPA clerk was caused by an il- 
legal operation it said was per- 
formed by NisonofT. Weinstein had 
arranged for the operation, the 
prosecution maintained. 

Army Flyer's Body Found 
BALTIMORE. April 8 I.4Y—The 

body of Second Lt. Meyer Roth- 
blatt, 24, of Chicago and a part of 
the Army plane in which he crashed 
in Chesapeake Bay March 1 were 

recovered by a Coast Guard crew 

yesterday. 3d Service Command offi- 
cials announced today. 

Markets at a Glance 
NEW YORK. April 8 i/Fh— 

Stocks mixed; selected issues 
advance. Bonds irregular; some 

rails in supply. Cotton mixed; 
trade buying, profit taking and 

hedging. 

CHICAGO—Wheat closed \- 
1>4 lower on break at Winnipeg. 
Corn unchanged at ceilings. Hogs 
steady; buyers resist price ad- 
vances despite reduced receipts. 
Cattle weak; no strictly choice 
gteers here; top, 17.25. 

10,000 Turn Out at Jamaica 
As Racing Starts in New York 

Police Work Overtime Tagging Autos; 
Harrows Pulled Around Track by Horses 

BULLETIN. 
NEW YORK </P).—’W. E. Boe- 

ing's Slide Rule, a Kentucky 
Derby eligible, today won the 
6-furlong experimental handi- 
cap, feature of Jamaica's 
opening day meeting. 

Br the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, April 8.—Ja- 
maica’s “automobile-less” meet- 
ing opened New York’s 180-day 
racing season today, and more 
than 10,000 fans got to the track 
in spite of a police restriction 
which lorbade all pleasure cars 

from coming within a mile of the 
plant. Local police worked over- 
time giving out “tickets” to vio- 
lators. 

One lone car was seen in the huge 
parking area fronting the clubhouse 
and grandstand of this Long Island 
track and, while some few early ar- 
rivals had parked their cars in lots 
before hundreds of police began their 
patrol, all there were hurriedly 
“tagged” with summons. 

Although the ban on pleasure 
driving has been lifted. New York's 
tracks are operating under a regula- 
tion of Gov. Dewey that only regular 

(See JAMAICA. Page 2-XT) 

Fleming Approves 
$77,368 for 20 D. C. 
Child Care Projects 

FWA Grant Will Cover 
Half of Costs; 800 Will 
Be Accommodated 

Maj. Gen. Philip B. Fleming, 
Federal works administrator, to- 
day approved a Federal contri- 
bution of $77,368 to defray ap- 
proximately half the operating 
cost of 10 war nursery schools 
and 10 child care centers in the 
District from April 15 through 
October 15 of this year. 

The projects will care for 800 
children of working mothers—300 
of pre-school age and 500 of school 
age. Fees collected from mothers 
and local contributions will cover 

approximately half of the operating 
costs, it was said. The projects will 
be operated by the District govern- 
ment. 

Location of the nurseries and cen- 

ters, the amount of fees to be 
charged and other details of opera- 
tions w'ill be announced later. 

The projects approved today are 
in addition to the two nurseries and 
three child care centers for the Dis- 
trict, which were previously an- 
nounced. Houses at 327 and 329 
North Carolina avenue S.E. are be- 
ing remodeled to care for 80 chil- 
dren between the ages of 2 and 5, 
while seven dwellings in the 300 
block of D street S.E. will serve 
about 30 children between the ages 
of 6 and 12. 

The applicant was the Board of 
Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, with the Board of Edu- 
cation, the Department of Public 
Welfare, the Department of Health, 
the Recreation Department joining 
as co-sponsors. The Federal Works 
Agency, under the Lanham Act. 
has now approved 978 war nursery 
and child-care centers to care for 
46.756 children of war-working 
mothers. 

Seven Hearts Does 1:48 
In First Derby Workout 
By the Associated Press. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky„ April 8—J. 
Graham Brown's Kentucky Derby 
eligible Seven Hearts, which won 

the Arkansas Derby, had his first 
workout over the Churchill Downs 
oval today since returning to Ken- 
tucky. 

Under instruction from his trainer 
Seven Hearts was taken over the 
mile route. He was clocked in 0:5223 
for the half. 1:202-, for three-quar- 
ters and 1:48 for the mile. 

The only other Derby eligible here 
to work out was Valdlna Sol. which 
went seven-eighths of a mile in 
1:284-,. Clockrrs got him at 0:48** for 
the half and 1:15 for the three- 
quarters. 

Noonday Sun. the Greentree Sta- 
bles eligible, arrived this morning, 
accompanied by Trainer Leigh 
Cotton. 

Paraguayan President 
To Visit U. S. in June 
By the Associated Press. 

ASUNCION. Paraguay, April 8.— 
President Higinio Morinigo has ac- 

cepted an invitation from President 
Roosevelt to visit the United States 
the middle of June, it was an- 

nounced officially today. 

President Signs Bill 
Extending Federal 
Draft Regulation 

Legislative and Judiciary 
Employes Are Included 
In Extension of Order 

President, Roosevelt today signed 
the Lodge bill which extends the 
provisions of the President's recent 
executive order on draft deferments 
of Federal workers to the legislative 
and judiciary employes of the Gov- 
ernment. * 

Tire President’s executive order, 
issued March 6, established the pro- 
cedure for passing on the requests 
for occupational deferment in the 
executive branch of the Govern- 
ment. 

Under the new procedure, which 
now covers all Federal agencies and 
offices, committees will pass on the 
deferment requests and send them on 
to draft boards with "certificates of 
Government request." If the draft 
boards turn down the requests, the 
agencies must appeal the cases. 

The Lodge bill, co-sponsored by 
Senator Lodge, Republican, of Mas- 
sachusetts, and Senator Mavbank, 
Democrat, of South Carolina, goes 
further than the President's order 
in that it permits Federal occupa- 
tional deferments only to those 
whose requests have been forwarded 
by the various committees. The 
President's order directed that the 
men could not initiate their own de- 
ferment requests, but the Lodge bill 
does not permit local boards to grant 
the deferments on their own initia- 
tive without the committees’ re* 

quests. 
A committee of three Senators and 

three Representatives will review de- 
ferment requests for employes in 
their branch of the Government 
while a committee for the judicial 
branch will be named by Chief Jus- 
tice Marian F. Stone. 

Vandenberg Denounces 
Army Public Office Ban 

(Earlier Story on Pape A-l.) 
Senator Vandenberg, Republican, 

of Michigan, told the Senate late 
today that he was "completely 
shocked" by the War Department, 
legulation prohibiting members of 
the armed forces from seeking or 

accepting election to any public 
office. 

"This order." he said, “nullifies 
the fundamental rights of American 
citizenship. I deny the right of the 
War Department to militarize the 
process of American democracy.” 

The Michigan Senator predicted 
that if the American people ever 

I wanted to draft some member o' the 
Aimy for high office "it will »ake 
more than this pettv dictum cf the 
War Department to deny them that 

| right." 

Cubs' Holdouts Cut to 2 
As Eddie Stanky Reports 
By the Associated Pres*. 

CHICAGO, April 8—The Chicago 
Cubs' list of holdouts was reduced 
to two today when Eddie Stanky. 
1942 batting champion of the Amer- 
ican Association, reported to the 
Cubs' training camp at French Lick, 
Ind. He had held out two weeks. 

Stanky. who batted .342 for Mil- 
waukee last season, is a shortstop. 

Jenkins of Vandy First Choice 
Of Redskins in Player Draft 
By the Associated Press. 

CHICAGO. April 8—The Detroit 
Lions, last place team in the Na- 

| tional Football League, opened the 
annual drafting of players from the 
college ranks today by selecting 
all-America Frankie Sinkwich. 
famed University of Georgia full- 
back. 

The Washington Redskins’ first 
choice was Jack Jenkins, fullback 

| from Vanderbilt University. 
Sinkwich is on active duty w’ith 

, the Marines and his chances of 
playing professional football are un- 

1 settled. 
Philadelphia picked Joe Muha. 

Virginia Military Institute fullback. 
He is a reserve officer in the Ma- 
rines, but may not be called until 
next fall. 

Few of the 300 players selected 
today will be available for football 
next fall. 

The Chicago Cardinals selected 
Glenn Dobbs. University of Tulsa 
halfback; Brooklyn took Paul Gov- 
ernali. famed Columbia passer; 
Cleveland picked Mike Holovak, 
Boston College fullback, while the 
New York Giants picked Steve 
FUipowicz, a Fordham halfback. 
Minnesota's Bill Daley, a halfback, 
went to Pittsburgh, with Green Bay 

grabbing Dick Wildung. Minnesota 
tackle. The Chicago Bears got Bob 
Steuber, University of Missouri half- 
back, as the first-round choices was 

concluded. 

Redskins to Play First 
Game at Home October 10 
Special Dispatch to The Star. 

CHICAGO, April 8.—The Wash- 
ington Redskins will play their first 
home game at Griffith Stadium on 

October 10, but their opponent has 
not been decided on, it was learned 
today at the National Football 
League meeting. 

President George P. Marshall had 
asked for six home games, with the 
first to be played in mid-September. 

Because of the task of arranging 
a new 45-game schedule, since the 
withdrawal of the Cleveland Rams 
left only nine teams in the league. 
Commissioner Elmer Layden aban- 
doned attempts to complete the job 
at this meeting and will call the 
league heads together June 19, prob- 
ably in Chicago, to approve the slate. 

The annual All-Star game, in 
which the champion Redskins are to 
meet a team of college stars, will be 
played here during the week of Au- 
gust 33. 

3 U. S. Agencies 
Formed Dummy 
Firm, Ditter Says 

Got $50,000 Annually 
From Power Line, 
He Charges 

Representative Ditter, Repub- 
lican, of Pennsylvania charged 
three Federal bureaus today with 
establishing a dummy political 
corporation which collected in 
excess of $50,000 annually for 
transmitting power between two 
Federal agencies. 

"Collusive knowledge” of the Fed- 
eral Power Commission, the Federal 
Housing Administration and the 
Bonneville Power Administration, 
Representative Ditter told the 
House, was evident in setting up the 
Clark County (Wash.) public utility 
district as a $50,000 middleman be- 
tween the Bonneville administration 
and a Federal Housing Administra- 
tion project in Vancouver, Wash. 

Has Wholesale Contract. 
“The Bonneville Power Adminis- 

tration,'1 said Representative Ditter, 
"has run a high-tension power line 
along the north bank of the Colum- 
bia River from Bonneville Dam. 40 
miles upstream, directly to and 
through the city of Vancouver, 
where the power line crosses over 
to Portland. Oreg. This dummy 
political corporation, the Clark 
County PUD. has a wholesale con- 
tract with the Bonneville Power 
Administration to supply power to 
this FHA project. It sits in be- 
tween, arbitrarily, as a middleman 
rendering absolutely no service, and 
collects the difference between the 
wholesale and the resale price, mat- 
ter of some $50,000 annually which 
is diverted into its coffers. 

"Who gets what from this kitty, 
Representative Ditter continued, 
“might make juicy reading. Suffice 
it to say that the army of lobbyists 
representing such public utility'dis- 
tricts here in Washington last sum- 
mer apeared to have a pecuniary 
interest at stake." 

Urging a House investigation of 
the situation. Representative Ditter 
said: 

"It is apparent." he asserted, 
"that the people must look to Con- 
gress for relief from hocus-pocus 
deals like the Clark County PUD 
and the Umatilla REA. 

Outgrowth of Hearing. 
Representative Ditter said his 

charges were the outgrowth of a 
hearing before the Federal Power 
Commission this week on an FPC 
order,directing the Washington Wa- 
ter Pow'er Co. of Spokane to per- 
mit its transmission and tranformer 
facilities to be used to transmit 
Bonneville power to two Army proj- 
ects in or near Spokane. 

He contended the commission had 
tried to hide the facts using the 

j "ruse” for military secrecv, that it 
had ignored the President's "cheap- 
est" source of power” directive of 
October 22 in such cases as the 
Clark County PUD and other 
"astounding cases” in which "politi- 

cal parasites sucked at. the life blood 
of our war effort.” 

In considering relative "cheap- 
ness” of power, Representative Ditter 
declared the FOC had also ignored 
the interest of the Treasury and the 
Federal taxpayer. 

Nine Lost, 52 Rescued 
As Sub Sinks U. 5. Ship 
By !hp Associated Press. 

BOSTON, April 8.—As Navy gun- 
ners tried, with a splattering of 
machine-gun bullets, to explode a 
torpedo speeding toward their ship, 
a second unseen torpedo from an 
enemy submarine found its mark 
amidships of a small United States 
merchant vessel and sent it to the 
bottom with a loss of nine lives, the 
1st Naval District announced today. 

The Navy revealed that the sink- 
ing occurred in the North Atlantic 
early in March and survivors were 
landed at Boston. 

The entire crew had been at gen- 
eral quarters since dawn in antici- 
pation of an air attack when the 
first torpedo was sighted. 

But scarcely had the torpedo sped 
past close by the bow when another 
torpedo loosed by the underseas 
raider, unnoticed by the crew, 
smashed into the vessel. 

Five men were killed in the ex- 
plosion and four more were drowned. 

Brazilian Attache's Wife 
Recovers $3,000 in Gems 
Bv the Associated Press. 

MIAMI, Fla., April 8.—Detectives 
found today a black alligator bag 
containing $3,000 in jewelry which 
was misplaced last night on the 

| arrival here of Mrs. E. Penteado, 
1 wife of the commercial attache for 
the Brazilian Embassy at Washing- 
ton. 

A careful search was started as 
soon as Mrs. Penteado reported her 
valuables missing and police learned 
that the bag had been turned over 
to the baggage department at the 
railroad station by a stranger who 
found it. 

The bag was returned to Mrs. 
Penteado, while Army officers and 
representatives of the State Depart- 
ment. who had aided in the search, 
gave sighs of relief. 

Chilean Quake Toll Put at 11 
SANTIAGO. Chile. April 8 (Ab.— 

The government announced today 
that 11 persons were killed in the 
earthquake that rocked nearly 2,000 
miles of the 2.600-mile Chilean 
coast Tuesday. The death toll pre- 
viously had been estimated at 18 
or 20. All the fatalities were in the 
Cvalle area. 

% 

NORTH AFRICA.—GENERAL PRAISES BOYS WHO BROKE THE MARETH LINE—Gen. Sir Ber- 
nard L. Montgomery (standing, right), commander of the British 8th Army, wore his famous beret 
as he congratulated the New Zealand and British armored troops who outflanked the Axis Mareth 
Line, in Tunisia, a maneuver aptly described as the general's "left hook."—Official British Photo. 

80 Nazi Planes Felled 
During Renault and 
Antwerp Bombings 

70 of Total Credited 
To U. S. Gunners, Others 
To Allied Fighting Pilots 
(Earlier Story on Page A-2.) 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, April 8.—American 
gunners destroyed 70 German 
aircraft in Sunday's daylight 

! bombing of the Renault Works 
near Paris and Monday's raid on 
the Erla Aero Engine Works at 
Antwerp, it was announced offi- 
cially today. 

Forty-seven German planes were 

shot down in the Renault raid, most 
! of them from Reichsmarshal Her- 
mann Goering's crack squadrons of 

yellow-nosed Focke-Wulf fighters, 
the 8th United States Army Air 
Force headquarters said. 

The following day, attacking the 
Erla Works at Antwerp, the Ameri- 
can bombers destroyed 23 German 

fighters. 
Escorting RAF. Allied and Do- 

minion fighters shot down a total 
of 10 more challenging fighters in 
both raids, pushing the over-all 
figure to 80. 

Eight bombers and eight Allied 
fighters failed to return from the 

: missions. Four bombers and seven 

| fighters were lost on the Renault 
; raid; four bombers and one fighter 
over Antwerp. 

In both raids German fighters met 
the bombers and their escorts as 

they approached the European coast, 
! followed them to their objectives 
; and then pursued them back to the 
I coast, darting In for attacks when- 

j ever possible. 

Cuba Will Ship U. S. 
220,000 Tons of Sugar 
By the Associated Press. 

Arrangements have been made for 
bringing in an additional 220.000 
tons of sugar from Cuba to ease 

some of the sugar rationing prob- 
lems in the United States, it was 

learned today. 
High officials who asked that their 

names not be used said, however, 
that the arrangement does not nec- 

essarily mean any change in the 
general consumer rations of sugar. 

Much of this sugar may be used, 
for instance, to make extra rations 
available to people wanting to do 
home canning, it was pointed out. 
Such allotments were made last year. 

Another claimant for additional 
sugar is a group of hotels and res- 
taurants who customarily make their 
own pastry but who under present 
regulations receive no more sugar 
than competitors who do not make 
their own pastries. Restaurant sugar 
rations at present are figured on a 

per patron basis. 

3 Hockey Goals Made 
Despite Broken Hand 
By the Associated Press. 

BOSTON, April 8.—Nobody else 
knew it last night except Manager 
Jack Adams, but Don (Count) Grosso 
who slammed three goals into the 
nets in the Detroit Red Wings’ 4-to-0 
Stanley Cup victory over the Boston 
Bruins, performed the difficult “hat 
trick” virtually one-handed, report- 
ers learned today. 

Early in the season Grosso suffered 
a bone separation in his left wrist 
which he guarded with a secret cast 
under the glove on his "stick hand.” 

During the playoff series with To- 
ronto the hand began to pain Grosso 
again and an X-ray revealed an 
additional fracture. 

So Grosso’s stunt was performed 
despite a hand broken in two places. 

Dow Wins Chandler Medal 
NEW YORK. April 8 (^.—Willard 

H. Dow of Midland, Mich., president 
of the Dow Chemical Co., was 
awarded the Charles Frederick 
Chandler medal by Columbia Uni- 
versity today for noted achieve- 
ments In the field of chemistry. 

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower < right i, Allied commander in 

I 
North Africa, shaking hands with Gen. Montgomery during a 

; recent tour of the front shortly after the British broke the 
Mareth Line. —A. P. Wirephotos via radio from Cairo. 

Late News Bulletins 
McCormack Urges Compromise Tax Plan 

House Democratic Leader McCormack of Massachusetts 
suggested today that the Ways and Means Committee bring 
out a “reasonable compromise” pay-as-you-go tax plan that 
would abate a substantial part, but not all, of an income tax 
year. He added in a statement that “if a bill is reported out 
I will see it is brought up in the House at once. Personally 
i hope such action is taken.” 

(Earlier Story on Page A-3.) 

8th Army Drives 15 Miles Beyond Akarit 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA </T\—It 

was announced officially tonight that the British 8th Army 
had advanced fifteen miles beyond the captured Wadi El 
Akarit line. (This would place the army 50 miles from the 
port of Sfax. An Algiers radio broadcast said “all enemy 
attempts to stop the advance have failed completely.”) 

(Earlier Story on Page A-l.) 

Lehman, Foreign Relief Head, Reaches London 
LONDON (A».—The United States Embassy announced 

that former Gov. Herbert H. Lehman of New York, United 
States director of foreign relief and rehabilitation, had arrived 
here tonight. He was accompanied by Hugh Jackson, special 
assistant. 

(Earlier Story on Page A-l.) 

Senate Passes $40,000,000 Land Army Bill 
Legislation to supply $40,000,000 for an Army of farm 

workers to rove the Nation and help farmers in labor short- 
age areas was passed by the Senate today in a voice vote and 
returned to the House. The Senate bill provides $14,000,000 
more than the House and allows recipients of old-age assist- 
ance to draw pay for farm work without losing their benefit 
payments. The measure is designed to help meet a demand 
for 3,500,000 more farm workers this' year. 

Housing Authority to Increase 
Rents at Green belt Project 

By J. B. ZATMAN. 
A plan to raise rents at Green- 

belt, Md., effective June 1, has 
been adopted by the Federal 

! Public Housing Authority, it was 

| learned today. 
The increases have been set up 

on a graded rent program based 
on ability to pay, and will not 
exceed rent ceilings set by the 
Office of Price Administration. 

FPHA officials explained that the 
plan was adopted In view of salary 
increases received by most of the 
tenants in the three low-cost hous- 
ing projects. 
It was not known Immediately j 

how many residents of Greenbelt 
would be affected, since a survey of 
salaries must be made first. There 
are approximately 885 living units 
at the nearby Maryland develop- 
ment. 

Normally, it was said, residents of 
the three developments would have 
to move if their salaries were in- 
creased. Because of the' housing 
shortage, however, it was believed 
that the present plan would be more 
equitable, and would raise the rents 
so that they would compare favor- 
ably with similar housing accommo- 
dations. 

Special nan^inn will be made for 
(See GREENBELT, page 2-X.) 

7 U. S. Craft Lost 
In Great Clash 
Off Guadalcanal 

50 Bombers and 
48 Zeros in Enemy 
Attacking Force 

By the Associated Press. 
American fighter planes de- 

stroyed 37 Japanese aircraft in a 
sky battle over the Southeastern 
Solomon Islands Wednesday, 
when the enemy struck at Amer- 
ican shipping off Guadalcanal 
with an armada of 98 planes, the 
Navy announced today. Seven 
American fighters were lost, but 
one pilot was rescued. 

The battle, one of the greatest 
ever fought in the air of that area, 
climaxed a two-day period of aerial 
activity during which American 
planes made six forays against ene- 
my installations throughout the 
Solomons archipelago. 

Whether the Japanese, whose 
force included 50 bombers and 48 
Zeros, were successful in reaching 
American ships at Guadalcanal was 
not reported. 

Jap Installations Attacked. 
Navy communique No. 337 said: 
“South Pacific (all dates east 

lonigtude). 
•T. On April 6: 

‘ A > During the morning a force 
of Dauntless (Douglas SBD> and 
Avenger (Grumman TBP) dive 
bombers escorted by Wildcat (Grum- 
man F4F> fighters attacked Jap- 
anese installations at Vila, in the 
Central Solomons; hits were scored 
in the target area and a large fire 
was started. All United States 
planes returned. 

“<Bi In the early evening three 
Japanese planes bombed Guadal- 
canal. There were no casualties to 
personnel and only light damage 
was reported. 

‘•(Ci During the night of April 
6-7, Catalina (Consolidated PBY) 
patrol bombers attacked Vila. At 
the same time. Flying Fortresses 
(Boeing B-17) attacked Japanese 
installations at Kahili, in the Short- 
land Island area, and also small en- 
emy shipping between Choiseul Is- 
land and Santa Isabel Island. 

Large Fire Started at Vila. 
“2. On April 7: 
“(a) During the early njorning a 

force of Dauntless and Avenger 
dive bombers, escorted by fighters, 
attacked Vila. Hits were scored on 
Japanese anti-aircraft positions in 
the camp area. A large fire was 
started. 

"(b> In the early afternoon a force 
of Avenger and Dauntless dive 
bombers, escorted by fighters, at- 
tacked Rekata Bay, Santa Isabel 
Island. A Japanese four-engined 
flying boat was destroyed. All 
United States planes returned. 

“(ci Fifty Japanese bombers, es- 
corted by 48 Zero fighters, attacked 
United States shipping in the vicin- 
ity of Guadalcanal Island. United 
States fighters engaged the enemy 
and shot down 21 Zeros, 5 dive 
bombers and 10 other enemy planes 
whose type was not reported. An- 
other enemy plane was later ob- 
served to crash. 

Jap Plane Toll Raised to 943. 
'United States planes lost were 

one Airacobra and six Wildcat 
fighters. One United States pilot 
was rescued.” 

The destruction of the enemy 
planes during the actions of Wed- 
nesday raised to 943 the total num- 
ber of Jap aircraft reported in Navy 
communiques as having been de- 
stroyed in the Solomons to date. 

Those are actual combat losses, 
and do not incude operational losses, 
which would make the Japanese in- 
vestment of aircraft in the Solomons 
fighting much greater. 

Not for many weeks had the Jap- 
anese struck at Guadalcanal or 
shipping in the vicinity of that 
island with such force. The last 
fighting of any consequence had 
developed around February 1 when 
the enemy was attempting to re- 
move his officers from the force 
then being crushed by advancing 
American ground troops. 

Part Based on Munda. 
The final collaDse of enemy re- 

sistance on Guadalcanal, February 
9 marked the beginning of light 
actions by both sides, with Ameri- 
can attacks being concentrated 
chiefly on the enemy air base at 
Munda on New Georgia Island in 
the Central Solomons. 

Blows w'ere struck less frequently 
at such other places at Vila and 
Kahili. Vila, which was attacked 
three times Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, is on the southern coast of 
Kolombangara Island in the Central 
Solomons. Kahili, which was at- 
tacked Tuesday, is in the North- 
western Solomons, while Santa 
Isabel Island where two actions by 
American forces occurred in the 
two-day period, lies to the north- 
east of Guadalcanal. 

| ine iorce oi planes which the 
Japanese mustered for the attack 
might have come either from the 
Shortland Island area, about 295 
miles northwest of Guadalcanal air 
field or from Munda, only 190 miles 
to the northwest. 

It seemed unlikely, however, that 
the entire attack could have started 
from Munda since installations at 
that field have been repeatedly 
bombed so effectively that they 
probably could not support a full 
operation of this kind. There are, 
however, various subsidiary fields 
in both the Munda and Shortland 
area from which groups of the as- 
saulting planes might have taken 
off. 

Bill Bans Closed Shop 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla., April 8 (/P>- 

—A bill to prohibit closed shop con- 
tracts in Florida was introduced to- 
day in the State House of Represent- 
ative*. 


